CURTIN - Appl. No. 09/747,937 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) An electronic write protect apparatus for 
storage media comprising: 

at least one record/play element for r e ad i ng and writing information 
to /from a given magnetic storage media; 

a pre-existing electronic information signal detection element to 
fea4 detect a pre-existing electronic information signal stored on said given 
magnetic storage media; and 

a record circuit , adapt e d to allow recording r e cord on said given 
magnetic storage media when said pre-existing electronic information signal 
detection element detects no pre-existing electronic information signal stored on 
said given magnetic storage media , to act i vat e and d e act i vat e sa i d at le ast on e 
rocord/p l ay o l omont basod on a mer e e xistonco of a pro rocordod signa l a l r e ady 
rocordod on sa i d g i von magnetic storag e m e dia, as dotoctod by sa i d pro exist i ng 
i nformat i on s i gna l d e tect i on e l em e nt . 

2. (currently amended) The electronic write protect apparatus for 
storage media according to claim 1 , compr i s i ng wherein : 

a p l ura li ty of said at least one record/play element[[s]] comprises at 
least two record elements . 

3. (currently amended) The electronic write protect apparatus for 
storage media according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said at least one record/play element is attached to a spinning 

element. 
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4. (currently amended) The electronic write protect apparatus for 
storage media according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said at least one record/pJay element is stationary. 

5. (previously presented) The electronic write protect apparatus 
for storage media according to claim 3, wherein: 

said pre-existing electronic information signal detection element is 
attached to said spinning element. 

6. (currently amended) The electronic write protect apparatus for 
storage media according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said given magnetic storage media is a video tape. 

7. (currently amended) The electronic write protect apparatus for 
storage media according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said given magnetic storage media stores digital information. 

8. (currently amended) The electronic write protect apparatus for 
storage media according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said pre-existing electronic information signal detection element is a 
r e cord/ play element. 
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9. (currently amended) An electronic write protect method for 
storage media comprising: 

attempting to record information on a given video tape placed in a 
said video cassette player; 

detecting a pre-existing video signal from said given video tape; 

and 

deactivating a record circuit in said video cassette player based on 
detection of a m e r e e x i st e nc e of said pre-existing video signal already recorded 
on said given video tape. 

10. (currently amended) The electronic write protect method for 
storage media according to claim 9, wherein: 

said st e p of attempting to record information is performed by 
multiple record/play elements. 

11. (currently amended) The electronic write protect method for 
storage media according to claim 9, wherein: 

said st e p of attempting to record information is performed by a 
spinning record element. 

12. (currently amended) The electronic write protect method for 
storage media according to claim 9, wherein: 

said stop of attempting to record information is performed by a 
stationary record element. 

\ 

13. (currently amended) The electronic write protect method for 
storage media according to claim 1 1 , wherein: 

said stop of detecting a said pre-existing video signal is performed 
by a said spinning play element. 
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14. (currently amended) The electronic write protect method for 
storage media according to claim 9, wherein: 

said video tape stores digital information in magnetic form . 

15. (currently amended) The electronic write protect method for 
storage media according to claim 9, wherein: 

said st o p of detecting a said pre-existing video signal is performed 
by a r e cord/ play element. 

16. (currently amended) An electronic write protect means for 
storage media comprising: 

means for attempting to record information on a given video tape 
placed in a sate video cassette player; 

means for detecting a pre-existing video signal from said given 
video tape; and 

means for deactivating a record circuit in said video cassette player 
based on detection of a more e x i st e nc e of said pre-existing video signal already 
recorded on said given video tape. 

17. (currently amended) The electronic write protect means for 
storage media according to claim 16, wherein: 

said means for attempting to record information is performed by 
multiple record/play elements. 

18. (currently amended) The electronic write protect means for 
storage media according to claim 16, wherein: 

said means for attempting to record information is performed by a 
spinning record element. 
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19. (currently amended) The electronic write protect means for 
storage media according to claim 16, wherein: 

said means for attempting to record information is performed by a 
stationary record element. 

20. (currently amended) The electronic write protect means for 
storage media according to claim 18, wherein: 

said means for detecting a said pre-existing video signal is 
performed by said a spinning play element. 

21. (currently amended) The electronic write protect means for 
storage media according to claim 16, wherein: 

said video tape stores digital information in magnetic form . 

22. (currently amended) The electronic write protect means for 
storage media according to claim 16, wherein: 

said means for detecting a said pre-existing video signal is 
performed by a record/ play element. 
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